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Watagan Forest Drive

The track to Monkey Face Lookout

A top forest drive on Sydney’s doorstep.
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*Not to scale
Watagan Forest Drive
Easy grade forest drive on mostly
well maintained gravel roads.
Beware of logging trucks in the
state forest sections of the drive.
2wd suitable in dry weather.
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Wyong
Being only around an hour from Sydney
and on the doorstep of both the Central
Coast and Newcastle there is no wonder
the Watagan Mountains are a favoured
weekend destination for those wishing to
head bush to enjoy some camping,
bushwalking and 4wding.
Taking up a huge tract of land stretching
from just north of Wyong to the Hunter
Valley the Watagan Mountains consist of
several state forests and incorporate the
Watagan National Park.
The mostly well maintained Watagan
Forest Road cuts through the heart of the
mountain range and provides good
access to all of the visitor facilities with no
less than 8 designated camping areas
scattered throughout.

Gap Creek Falls

Moss Wall, Boarding House Dam Walk

With its high position along the ranges
the Watagans has a number of superb
lookouts to take in views of the
surrounding countryside with views to
the south over the valleys and ranges
beyond from Monkey Face Lookout,
views to the east over the shores of Lake
Macquarie and views to the north and
west towards the Hunter Valley.
Monkey Face Lookout Whatever vista you are after the
Watagans have it covered. In all there
are over 6 scenic lookouts from which
to absorb the beautiful surrounds of the
mountains, most of which also have
picnic facilities.
Hikers and bushwalking enthusiasts are
also catered for with a myriad of walking
trails scattered throughout the
Heaton Lookout mountain ranges. The short but
demanding walk to Gap Creek Falls and
the short circuit walk at Boarding House
Dam that passes by a beautiful moss
covered wall are favourites. The epic long
distance Great North Walk also traverses
the ranges and shorter sections of this
walk can be tackled including the scenic
Rock Lilly Trail from The Basin Camping
Area and the longer hike to Abbotts Falls
from either the Pines Picnic or Camping
areas.
Hunter Lookout

Rock Lilly Trail

We suggest starting your drive from the
Lake Macquarie town of Cooranbong in
the north or Wyong in the south. Both
these starting points offer facilities to pick
up supplies and are easily reached via the
M1 motorway from Sydney. From each of
these starting points it is also easy to do
a loop through the mountains with short
and longer diversions to the points of
interest and various camping areas.

From Cooranbong you will need to head
along Mount Faulk Road to access the
mountains. Alternatively from Wyong
head towards the locality of Jilliby then
onto the Watagan Forest Road which will
take you up into the mountains. In all
including side trips to various lookouts
and the drive out to The Basin Camping
Area via Walkers Ridge Forest Road in
the far west of the mountains a total of
about 150 km is covered from
Cooranbong to Wyong or vice versa.
All of the camping areas have facilities
including pit toilets with the exception of
Watagan Forest HQ camp. A number of
the lookouts also have facilities including
tables and pit toilets as does the
designated picnic areas of Boarding
House Dam and the Pines Forest Park.
No fees are payable throughout the
mountains.
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